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Investigation into In-Custody Death at MDF

The county-wide law enforcement involved fatal incident protocol has been
invoked for an in-custody death at the Martinez Detention Facility this afternoon.

At about 5:08 PM, a deputy sheriff found an inmate unresponsive in his cell on B
module. He immediately requested Contra Costa Health jail medical staff respond, as
deputies started life-saving measures. The fire department and an ambulance also re-
sponded. The inmate was later pronounced deceased at the scene.

The inmate is identified as 62-year-old Victor Jose Faria, an unhoused person. He
was arrested by the Contra Costa Sheriff's Office on January 15, 2026 for trespassing
and felony probation violation and booked into MDF.

Per the protocol, this is being investigated by the Contra Costa Sheriff's Office and
the Contra Costa D.A.'s Office.

Anyone with any information on this incident is asked to contact the Sheriff's Office
Investigation Division at (925) 313-2600. For any tips, email: tips@so.cccounty.us or call
(866) 846-3592 to leave an anonymous voice message.
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For more information, please call:
Jimmy Lee, Public Information Officer: (925) 313-2643

The Contra Costa County Sheriff's Office offers a full range of law enforcement services to over
1,000,000 residents in the 715 square mile county. Besides patrolling the unincorporated areas, Deputy
Sheriffs provide comprehensive police services to a number of contract cities and special districts. Addi-
tionally, the Sheriff’s Office operates county detention facilities, provides security for the courts and runs
the Office of Emergency Services. Log on www.cocosheriff.org for more information.
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